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EXAMPLE WHERE:
BATCH CODING SYSTEM: Q23C65543 Q = 2010 23 = WEEK C = WEDNESDAY 6=DOT3/8=D4/0=DOT5.1 5543=BLEND NO.

others: others:
P = 2009 D = THURSDAY ETC.

R = 2011
S = 2012
T = 2013
U= 2014

The Shelf Life of Brake Fluid 

At Pagid we occasionally receive enquires from our customers regarding the shelf life of brake fluid –especially when 
packaged in plastic bottles.  Brake fluid is strongly hygroscopic (it absorbs moisture from the atmosphere) and consequently 
even when packaged in closed bottles, its boiling point tends to decline. This is because the plastic walls of the bottle 
can be very slowly permeated by water vapour, which is then absorbed by the fluid. In fact almost any flexible or elastic 
material can be permeated by water vapour in this way. 
The magnitude of this boiling point decline is dependent upon several varying factors such as the relative humidity of the 
surrounding atmosphere, the wall thickness of the bottle, the type of closure used, the grade of brake fluid involved and 
the ambient temperatures, all of which can make shelf life predictions difficult. If customers require detailed shelf life 
predictions we recommend that they contact Pagids Technical Department. 
However, for a non-racing brake fluid in a temperate climate we would normally quote a shelf life of approximately 18-24 
months from the date of production. For racing brake fluids under similar circumstances the equivalent period would be 12 
months. In practice we usually find that where brake fluid containers have been kept in stock for this length of time, the 
packaging begins to deteriorate aesthetically, gathering dust or showing signs of ageing such as fading of the labels etc., 
and this also imposes a practical shelf life as far as salability is concerned. 
In tropical climates shelf life tends to be reduced due to the high humidities and temperatures and we would usually 
recommend a period of approximately 12 months. 

Whilst metal containers are better than plastic containers at preventing the passage of water vapour, in practice they also 
deteriorate externally over this kind of time period with external corrosion often becoming a problem. This once again 
imposes a practical shelf life.  We would emphasise that brake fluid stored in closed containers does not suddenly become 
unsafe after its shelf life has expired, in fact in certain cases it may be perfectly safe to use up to a period of perhaps 10 
years or longer. However, after its effective shelf life has passed, it can no longer be guaranteed to meet the specification 
against which it was supplied.  Of course storage conditions influence shelf life. We normally recommend that brake fluid 
packages are stored under cover in a dry and largely dust free environment, out of direct sunlight at a temperature of 15 
-30°C. Large changes in humidity or temperature should be avoided where possible.

EXPLANATION OF PAGID BRAKE FLUID BATCH CODING SYSTEM:

From 2015 the alpha code for your is replaced with 15 for 2015 , 16 for 2016 to assist 
with quick identification

Brake Fluid Date Code


